
Pastor’s page: Christ is victorious! Death has been overcome! Alleluia! 

     Much of my pastoral ministry is involved with death and dying, comforting the grieving, 
and bringing consolation to parishioners who are mourning the loss of a loved one. What 
can one say to bring healing at the time of death and its aftermath? It is faith alone that can 
give meaning when we face death’s finality. 

      We will all die some day. Death may come at a time we least expect. Suddenly, in the 
middle of the night, in an accident, or after a long lingering battle with disease, death will 
come. The masterwork of your life, the plans you have made and the dreams you have 
dreamed, will come to a halt. The artist’s brush will be taken from your hand. Loved ones 
will grieve your passing and soon cold hard earth will cover your body. Generations will 
pass and you will be forgotten, a name on a tombstone. 

      Who will deliver me from this mortal body, doomed to die? St. Paul asks in Romans 
8:24, and then gives his answer: “Thanks be to God, through Jesus Christ our Lord!  

      St. Luke, the author of the Acts of the Apostles, has Peter proclaim: “This man (Jesus 
Christ) God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to 
us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate and drank with him after he rose from 
the dead.” (Acts of the Apostles 10. 40-41) 

       The greatest enemy of all, death, has been conquered. In the resurrection of Christ, we 
discover that we too shall be raised. This is our faith. We are indeed an Easter people, and 
Alleluia is our song! 

      No one of his followers expected that Jesus of Nazareth, whom they had betrayed and 
abandoned, and witnessed as crucified by Pilate, would return from the dead. They had 
seen him bleed out and suffocate on the cross, his cold body taken down and placed in a 
tomb. All their hopes for him as the promised one, a prophet in the line of King David, had 
died with him. 

      But the unthinkable happened. Three days after his death he appeared to them and to 
hundreds of eyewitnesses. It was the same Jesus, but radically transformed. He forgave 
them; and then commissioned them to go forth and bear witness to the truth that God had 
come, and that God had shattered the darkness of sin and death. 

       We were no longer doomed to die. Death was simply a birthplace for joy; and life 
everlasting. All our hopes were validated and confirmed in the dazzling sacrament that we 
call the resurrection. The eyewitnesses rushed forth with joy and enthusiasm to tell the 
good news to the ends of the earth. 



“Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we will be changed.” (1 Corinthians 15. 51-52)  

      Celebrate the Easter victory at Mass each week with your fellow Christians at St. 
Kilian! As our recently composed St. Kilian Vision Statement makes clear, the Eucharist 
and liturgy are essential to our life as believers. Around the table of the Lord, we recall the 
Lord Jesus and his life-giving death and resurrection. The Scriptures tell the love story, 
and we are challenged and inspired. We share together in the Body and Blood of Christ 
himself who is always there for us; and lives within us to carry on his saving work of peace, 
love and justice. We will live forever in the loving mercy of God. 

      Christ is risen! Glory fills  you! Alleluia! Happy Easter! 

 Peace, Father Bruce 

 

 

 

 


